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SUB J : PRC AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS 

REF: HONG KONG 9459 

1 . USLO NOTES WITH INTEREST REFTEL'S GENERALLY FAVORABLE 
ASSESSMENT OF AUTUMN CROP PROSPECTS IN NORTHEAST AND 
NORTH CHINA. NOTHING WE HAVE SEEN OR HEARD IN OUR 
TRAVELS (HOPEH, SHANSI, SHENSI AND LIAONING) WOULD 
CONTRADICT THIS ASSESSMENT. CROPS HAVE LOOKED REASONABLY 
GOOD TO OUR UNTRAINED EYES AND WE HAVE HEARD NONE OF 
THE PESSIMISTIC REMARKS THAT WERE COMMON AMONG CHINESE 
LAST SPRING WHEN THE WEATHER WAS DRY AND THE PROSPECTS 
FOR SUMMER HARVESTED GRAINS WERE NOT SO PROMISING. 

2. FOR WHAT IT MAY BE WORTH, WE PASS ON ONE REPORT 
FROM A SOVIET COMMERCIAL OFFICER CONCERNING THE APPLE 
CROP IN CHINA'S NORTHEASE. IUST NOW, HE SAID, THE USSR 
SHOULD BE IMPORTING LARGE AMOUNTS OF APPLES FROM THE 
NORTHEAST, BUT CHINA'S DELIVERIES ARE LATE BY TWO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PEKING 01 117 240754Z 

WEEKS THIS YEAR. THE REASON, THE SOVIET SAID, IS THAT 
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HEAVY RAINS IN APPLE GROWING AREAS HAVE LENGTHENED THE 
APPLE RIPENING SEASON. THE RESULTING DELAY WILL CREATE 
PROBLEMS FOR THE RUSSIANS, HE SAID. THEIR RIVERS 
ARE BEGINNING TO FREEZE UP AND TRANSPORT OF APPLES BECOMES 
A PROBLEM WHEN THEY ARE NOT DELIVERED ON TIME. 

BRUCE 
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